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Hasiera:  Our Beginning

Zergatik dantzan:  Why do we Basque Dance?
Every page in this booklet is a way to try and answer the question: why do we Basque dance?  From the origins of our folk traditions in the 
Basque Country to the dance traditions that have come to characterize the Boise Basque community, this overview explores the way our 
story of being Basque is told through music and dance. With excerpts of “Remember When” moments from Oinkari stories, it is at once 
both a general introduction and also an intimate portrait of what has served to keep Basque dance alive in Boise for fifty years. This is also 
the story of over seven hundred people who, across these years, made the Oinkari experience a part of their life stories.  

Fifty years ago, a young group of Basque-Americans dreamed of 
creating a troupe to preserve and perform the unique dances of 
their ancient heritage. They journeyed from Boise, Idaho to the 
Basque Country in the summer of 1960 in pursuit of this dream.  
In the midst of the mountains and sea coast where the Basque 
culture began, the young people met a group of dancers from the 
town of Donostia (or San Sebastian). 

The American visitors accompanied the dancing group to  
rehearsals and festivals that summer and the two groups became 
fast friends. In the enthusiasm and dedication of this dance troupe 
the American Basques saw a perfect model for their own group in 
the United States.  The friendship between the groups, born of a 
common heritage and love of the Basque tradition of dance, led 
to the naming of the Basque American “dream” group after their 
Basque Country friends. They named the new group “Oinkari” 
(meaning one who does with his feet, or dancer in Euskara, the 
Basque language).

Upon their return, the Boise Oinkaris soon began rehearsals  
under the direction of Albert Erquiaga and Diana Urresti, and 
with the expert musical accompaniment of Jim Jausoro and  
Domingo Ansotegui. The Oinkaris made their debut at the annual 
gathering of area Basques, the Sheepherder’s Ball, at Christmas 
time in 1960. The dream, at last, came true.

The hard work continues and the dream endures, as the Oinkari 
Dancers have become a source of pride to the Basque community 
as well as to the State of Idaho.  In the best tradition of folk cus-
toms, the dances have been taught to hundreds of young Basques 
throughout the years. Dancers and instructors from the Basque 
Country have visited Boise and enriched the group’s traditional 
repertoire.  Some members have also had opportunities to travel 
to the Basque Country and learn additional dances.

Oinkari Dancers are not professional performers, but their respect 
for their cultural heritage makes the Oinkari performances a whirl 
of flying feet, snapping fingers, ancient music, and shouts of exhor-
tation a thrilling combination of precision and enthusiasm.

This enthusiasm has spread to appreciative crowds in World 
Fair exhibitions throughout North America including Spokane,  
Seattle, New York and Montreal. In 1972 the group visited six 
Western states on a tour and traveled to perform at a folk festival 
in Washington, D.C.  In 1985, to celebrate its 25th anniversary, 
the group made a return voyage to the Basque Country, and again 
in 2003 and 2006, where they performed throughout the seven 
Basque provinces.  The Oinkari Dancers continue to travel to  
national Basque gatherings at various states.  The group also per-
forms dozens of times each year for local charities, hospitals, and 
nursing homes.  Here is looking to another strong 50 years!
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Arku-dantza
Al continues, explaining the Oinkari rendition of “Arku-dantza,” “When we first 

saw ‘Arku-dantza’ performed in Donostia, we were absolutely amazed.  We had 

never seen such dancing.  It was performed only by men but since we didn’t have 

enough male dancers at that time, in order to bring it back home, we had to use 

the women. 

Then our dilemma was – no hoops.  So we went down to the Boise River and cut 

a big bunch of willows, trimmed off the outer layer, tied them up, soaked them for 

some time and the hoop dilemma was solved!

We continued to use women in rehearsals and when the Sheepherder’s Ball came 

and we were asked to perform, we marched out for our first performance.  The 

roar from the crowd was so loud that we couldn’t hear the musicians.  That’s when 

we knew that another era had begun.”
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Group is formed (1960)

Seattle World’s Fair (1962)

National Girl Scout Jamboree at Farragut Park in North Idaho (1963)

New York World’s Fair (1964)

U.S. Senate Building Rotunda, Washington, D.C. (1964)

National Folk Festival, Denver, CO (1966)

Milwaukee Folk Fair (1966)

Montreal World’s Fair (1967)

Smithsonian Institute Folk Festival (1967)

Montreal Expo (1970)

Western State Tour (1972)

Governor’s Conference, Coeur d’Alene (1973)

Spokane Expo (1974)

Wolf Trap Folk Festival, Washington, D.C. (1975)

First NABO Convention, San Francisco (1979)

Folklife Festival, Seattle (1975)

25th Anniversary return to the Basque Country (1985)

Kennedy Center and Ford´s Theatre, Washington, D.C., Performed for  
Jim Jausoro’s National Endowment for the Arts Award (1985)

NABO conventions (Bakersfield, Elko, Las Vegas, Los Banos, Buffalo, San  
Francisco, Salt Lake City, Chino, Fresno, Boise, Reno, Winnemucca)

Governor’s Conference – Boise, Old Pen 1986

Jaialdi ‘87

Jaialdi ‘90

Washington, D.C. 4th of July Celebrations (1994, 1996, 2000)

Jaialdi ‘95

Folk Festival, Bethel, Alaska (1997)

National Folk Festival with Gaupasa Basque Folk Band, Dayton, OH (1997)

Jaialdi 2000

Mar del Plata, Argentina (2002)

33rd Anniversary return to the Basque Country (2003)

Jaialdi 2005

Basque Country Trip (2006)

Some 
Big Performances
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ABAUNZA Amaia, ABURUSA (Lete) Leandra, ABURUSA Miren, ACHABAL Julie, ACHABAL (Norton) Lisa, ACHABAL Simon, ACHABAL Steven, ACHABAL Tere, ACHURRA (Lane) 
Linda, ACHURRA (Guerry) Lisa, ACHURRA Tammy, AGUIRRE Amaya, AGUIRRE (Kiel) Jeannie, AGUIRRE Jim, AGUIRRE Julian, AGUIRRE Kalin, AGUIRRE Lydia, AGUIRRE Mary 
Louise, AGUIRRE Rich, AGUIRRE Susan, AIZPITARTE Daniela, AIZPITARTE Miren, ALBERDI Mary, ALCELAY Aitor, ALCELAY Xanti, ALDAPE (Rodriguez) Debbie, ALDAPE (Eig-
uren) Jeannie, ALDAPE Jerry, ALDAPE Jill, ALDAPE Joe, ALDAPE John R., ALDAPE Johnny, ALDAPE Phil, ALDAPE (Welsh) Regina “Gina”, ALDAPE (Boam) Terri, ALDAPE Tony, 
ALDAZABAL Iciar, ALDECOA (Gamboa) Regina, ALMIRANTEARENA (Dunhart) Jeanette, ALMIRANTEARENA Martin, ALTUNA Gorka, ALZOLA Michelle, AMILLATEGUI 
(Grimm) Teresa, AMILLATEGUI Tony, AMOREBIETA (Smith) Connie, AMUCHASTEGUI Aitor, AMUCHASTEGUI Andoni, AMUCHASTEGUI Mikel, AMUCHASTEGUI Nerea, 
ANACABE (Franzoia) Anita, ANCHO Jani, ANCHUSTEGUI (Villenueve) Clarine, ANCHUSTEGUI (Bidaurreta) Esther, ANCHUSTEGUI Justin, ANCHUSTEGUI (Knox) Lisa, AN-
CHUSTEGUI Ray, ANCHUSTEGUI (Skoro) Rosie, ANDERSON (Hickman) Marianne, ANSOTEGUI (Kerns) Bonnie, ANSOTEGUI Chris, ANSOTEGUI Dan, ANSOTEGUI Domingo, 
ANSOTEGUI (Urquidi) Gina, ANSOTEGUI Nick, ANSOTEGUI Toni, ANTON (Schneider) Andy, ANTON Chris Jr., ANTON (Flanagan) Dani, ARAMBARRI John, ARAMBURU Ana 
Mari, ARAMBURU Jon, ARAMBURU Matt, ARAMBURU (deBoer) Ruby, ARANA (Anderson) Andrea, ARANA (Bumgarner) Anita, ARANA (Cook) Beni, ARANA (Canfield) Jessica, 
ARANA Mark, ARANA (Spolar) Petra, ARANA Sam, ARANA (Bicandi) Toni, ARANA (Barrett) Trina, ARBULU Janet, ARGUINCHONA Nichole, ARGUINCHONA (Baptista) Teresa, 
ARNOLD Dan, ARNOLD Pat, AROZAMENA Jon, AROZAMENA Naiara, ARRIEN Tere, ARRITOLA (Pinkela) Rosie, ARRUBARRENA Anthony “Tony”, ARRUBARRENA (Arozame-
na) Miren, ARRUBARRENA (Colburn) Rosa Mari, ARTE Ray, ARTIACH Aitor, ARTIS (Bissell) Claire, ARTIS Sally, ARTIS Sam, ASCUENA Whitney, ASIN (Amarotico) Danielle, ASIN 
(Hamasaki) Kristine, ASIN (McMichael) Laurie, ASLA Jess, ASPIRI Louis, ASUMENDI Jake, AUCUTT Sean, AYARRA Geneva, BADIOLA Jule Ann, BADIOLA (Arte) Marie, BALIFF 
Erica, BARACART Floyd, BARINAGA (Oxarango) Rose, BARINAGA-WILLIAMS Josi, BARRENA Ainhize, BARRIATUA (Guiles) Linda, BARRIATUA Michael, BARRUTIA Amy, BAR-
RUTIA John, BARRUTIA (Corder) Juli, BARRUTIA (Watson) Patti, BASTERRECHEA Arantza, BATE Mary Ann, BAUMANN David, BAUMANN Matthew, BEACH (Anderson) Jamie, 
BEASCOECHEA Javier, BENDER Adam, BENDER Anna, BENDER Gideon, BENDER Nick, BENGOA (Sawyer) Veronica, BENGOECHEA Brandy, BENGOECHEA Gary, BEN-
GOECHEA Joe, BENGOECHEA Raquel, BENGOECHEA Shane, BENINTENDI (Stringer) Sage, BENNETT Brooke, BENNETT Kim, BEREZIARTUA Eneko, BERGGREN Alicia, 
BERGGREN Brian, BERGGREN Erik, BERISTAIN (Records) Diane, BERISTAIN (Labere) Mary, BERISTAIN (Robison) Teresa, BERMENSOLO Emily, BERRIA Frank, BERRIOCHOA 
Ben, BERRIOCHOA Mickie, BERRIOCHOA Morrie, BETTS Alex, BIAIN Amaia, BIANCHINI (Taylor) Andrea, BIANCHINI (Land) Paula, BICANDI (Larrinaga) Angela, BICANDI Jack, 
BICANDI (Kite-Powell) Jacqueline, BICANDI (Kouns) Maite, BICANDI Nicholas, BICANDI Pat, BICANDI (Morse) Rochelle, BICANDI (Hart) Rose Marie, BIDABURU (Asla) Ana, 
BIDEGANETA Jen, BIETER Chris, BIETER Dave, BIETER John, BIETER Madalen, BIETER Mark, BIETER Mary, BILBAO (Cromwell) Amaya, BILBAO Anita, BILBAO (Bourke) Josie, 
BILBAO Ysabel, BISHOP Jessi, BITHER (Heimark) Mary, BITHER Rick, BOLT Peter, BOYD (Miller) Anne, BOYD Jennifer, BOYD (Bishop) Sandy, BOYINGTON Eric, BOYINGTON 
Micaela, BROOKS Christina, BROOKS Michelle, BROOKS Sarah, BUNDERSON Jana, BUNDERSON Laura, BURNS Anna, BURNS Matea “Tea”, BURNS Natalie, CALZACORTA 
(Truax) Maria, CAMPBELL Andy, CAMPBELL (Davis) Susan, CANTRELL (Artis) Judy, CANTRELL Michaela, CAYERO Itxaso, CENGOTITA (Boyington) Carmen, CHACARTEGUI 
(Lostra) Julianne, CHERTUDI Lauren, CIARSOLO Sharon, CLARKSON Cathy, COLEMAN Michele, COLEMAN Nicole, COOK Brandon, COOK Christina, CORCORAN Kelsey, 
CORTABITARTE Cristi, CRANE (Touw) Lisa, CRAWFORD Maria, CRISP Jocelyn, CRISP McKenzie, DEBOER Alex, DEBOER Nathan, DENNIS (Knox) Alicia, DENNIS (Dormier) 
Stephanie, DICK (Hill) Eileen, DICK (Gaythwaite) Jan, DODDS Michelle, DONAHUE Ben, DONAHUE (Manthey) Lisa, DONAHUE (Overgaard) Megan, DONAHUE Molly, DONA-
HUE Tim, DUNCAN Rita, EATON Donna, EATON Greg, EATON Pam, EATON (Sprute) Paula, EATON Scott, ECHANIS (Franks) Kathy, ECHANOVE Tom, ECHEVARRIA Christy, 
ECHEVARRIA (Salutregui) Dolores, ECHEVARRIA Mark, ECHEVARRIA Nick, ECHEVARRIA Reme, ECHEVERRIA (Bender) Christine, ECHEVERRIA (Coba) Diana, ECHEVERRIA 
Dominic, EGUIA Joe, EGUREN (Stormoen) Gorane, EGURROLA (McKellip) Corrine, EGURROLA Fred, EGURROLA Lisa, EIGUREN Amaya, EIGUREN Andy, EIGUREN (Geller-
man) Anita, EIGUREN (Davison) Anna, EIGUREN David, EIGUREN (Mendiola) Kathleen, EIGUREN Lydia, EIGUREN (Larrinaga) Marguerite, EIGUREN (Kreger) Sylvia, EIGUREN 
Tony, ELGUEZABAL (Berria) Helen, ELGUEZABAL Nick, ELORDI (Culbertson) Carmelita, ELORDI Vikki, ENRICO Amaia, ENRICO Cody, EPELDI Andrea, EPELDI Joe, EPELDI Lu 
Anne, ERQUIAGA Albert, ERRAZTI Oinbane, ETCHEGARAY Louie, ETXANIZ Frank, FRANKS Dick, FRANKS John “Pud”, GABIOLA Brennan, GABIOLA NiCassia, GABIOLA Tan-
ner, GALDOS Julie, GALDOS (Kallas) Resa, GAMBOA Christina, GAMBOA Joseph, GAMBOA Nick, GARATEA Chelo, GARATEA (Lejardi) Gloria, GARATEA Maria, GARATEA 
Paquita, GARY (Bawden) Christina, GARY Jude, GAVICA Alaina, GAVICA Annie, GAYTHWAITE Christy, GAYTHWAITE Kim, GERAGHTY Ryan, GOICOECHEA Dave, GOI-
COECHEA (Espy) Dina, GOICOECHEA Jerry, GOICOECHEA (Anderson) Kate, GOICOECHEA (Bodine) Margie, GOICOECHEA (Florence) Sharon, GOICOECHEA Teresa, GOI-
TIA Frank, GOITIANDIA Ana, GOITIANDIA David, GOITIANDIA Jodie, GOITIANDIA Nagore, GOITIANDIA Ramon, GOITIANDIA Sabino, GOITIANDIA Sharon, GOLDAVAZ 
Joe, GOODSON Joe, GOODSON (Willoughby) Laura, GOODSON Rick, GOODSON Rob, GRATTON Joie, GRIBBLE Angie, GRIBBLE (Carlson) Heather, GRIDLEY (Campbell) Gina, 
GUERRICABEITIA Angie, GUERRICABEITIA Eddy, GUERRICABEITIA Idoia, GUERRICABEITIA Joe, GUERRICABEITIA Lisa, GUERRY Mark, GUISASOLA (Echevarria) Luise, 
HARDESTY (Berriochoa) Alison, HARDESTY (Brady) Erin, HARDESTY (Davis) Mara, HARRINGTON Teresa, HARRIS Amber, HARRIS Angela, HARRIS Brennen, HARRIS Nikki, 
HASART Madeleine, HAYLETT Clay, HAYLETT (Batt) Deitra, HAYLETT (Calaycay) Kelsi, HELLER Jordan, HILL Chris, HOHLER Deborah, HOMAECHEVARRIA Alex,  HOR-
MAECHEA Elizabeth, HORTON Nekane, HOUSE (Gribble) Vicki, IBAIBARRIAGA Itsasne, IBARRA Dee Dee, IGLESIAS (Howard) Angie, IGLESIAS (Skinner) Kristina, IGLESIAS 
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(Heffner) Maria, INDA Denise, INDART Caitlin, INDART Courtney, INGRAM Amaya, IRIBARREN (Bicandi) Izar, IRIBARREN-GORRINDO Maite, IRIONDO Gorka, ITURRIAGA 
David, ITZA Stephanie, JAUREGUI Mark, JAUREGUI (Hill) Molly, JAUREGUI Nicholas, JAUREGUI Ryan, JAUSORO Anita, JAUSORO Jim, JAUSORO (Aldape) Juliana, JAUSORO 
(Day) Marie, JAUSORO (Gary) Robby Lou, JAYO David, JAYO (Sarria) Frances “Paki”, JAYO (Eguren) Maria, JAYO (Arana) Rene, JENKINS Les, JENSEN Erin, JIMENEZ-OCIO Egoitz, 
JIMENEZ-OCIO Lander, JOHNSON Caitlyn, JOHNSON Ryan, JONES Amber, JONES (Aucutt) Mary K, KALTENECKER Jill, KEETON Kara, KENMIR Claudette, KERNS Nikki, 
KERNS Ryan “Patxi”, KINNE ( Jones) Micaela, KIRTLAND Amaia, KNOX (South) Debra, KNOX Michelle, KOONTZ ( Jensen) Susan, KRAKAU Delfina, KRAKAU John, LACHIONDO 
Alicia, LACHIONDO David, LACHIONDO (Turcotte) Diana, LACHIONDO (Lliteras) Julie, LAIDLAW Austin, LAIDLAW (Amantia) Autumn, LANCE Alli, LANDA Conner, LANDA 
Felicia, LANDA Reece, LANDALUCE Sabino, LARAGAN (Uranga) Kim, LAROCCO Ana, LAROCCO Matt, LARRINAGA John, LARRINAGA (Swanson) Micaela, LARRINAGA Rob-
ert, LARRINAGA Tom, LARRONDO (Henson) Dee Dee, LARRONDO (Harris) Lori, LARRONDO Megan, LARRONDO Ryan, LARZELIER (Black) Amaia, LARZELIER (Nash) 
Heidi, LARZELIER (DeVries) Nicole, LASUEN Jaclyn, LAURENZ Alex, LAWSON Matt, LAWSON Toni, LEJARCEGUI Michelle, LEJARCEGUI Tim, LEJARDI Miren, LEJARDI Steve, 
LEJARDI Yasone, LEMMON (Baker) Katrina “Trina”, LEMMON Ron, LEMMON Tony, LENON Steve, LEONO Lydia, LETE (Powell) Ana Mari, LETE (Amuchastegui) Elizabet, LETE 
J.P., LETE Julian, LETE (Odencrantz) Miren, LETSON Misty, LEVERETT Erica, LIERZ Meredith, LIZARRAGA Eneko, LIZASO (Amuchastegui) Beni, LIZASO (Boeger) Carmen, LONIS 
Mary Kay, LOSTRA Francis “Patxi”, LOSTRA Nicholas “Niko”, LUQUE John, LUQUE Karen, LUQUE Marianne, LUQUE Mike, LUTES (Chapman) Carolyn, MADARIAGA Lisa, MAGU-
REGUI Miren, MAINVIL Janice, MAINVIL Joanne, MAINVIL (Fischer) Linda, MAINVIL Louise, MALLEA Amaya, MALLEA Bambi, MALLEA Cindy, MALLEA (Guerricabeitia) Kristen, 
MALLEA Liz, MALLORY Heather, MALLORY Mark, MALLORY Paul, MALONE Jeremy, MANSISIDOR Anne-Marie, MANSISIDOR Joe, MANSISIDOR Mike, MANSISIDOR PJ, 
MANSISIDOR Ray, MARTIN Emily, MENDIOLA Ana, MENDIOLA Bea, MENDIOLA Don, MENDIOLA (Moffis) Maria, MENDIOLA (Wilsey) Nerea, MENDIOLA Oier, MENDIO-
LA ( Jaca) Susan, MERILUCH (Hasart) Anita, MEULEMAN Joe, MEULEMAN Pat, MEZO Angie, MILLER Andrew, MILLER Andrew G.T., MILLER (Mitchell) Diana Leigh, MILLER 
Hanna, MILLER Patty, MOAD Michelle, MOAD Mike, MOAD Pete, MOAD Sam, MOEN (Durham) Camille, MONASTERIO Ben, MONASTERIO Daniel, MONASTERIO Darin, MON-
ASTERIO Marie, MURELAGA Debra, MURELAGA Diana, MURELAGA Lisa, MURELAGA (Guerricabeitia) Mary Lou, MURELAGA (Achabal) Toni, MURGOITIO Benita, MUR-
GOITIO Jake, MURGOITIO Luke, MURGOITIO Mitch, MUTCH Ken, NAGEL Bob, NAVARRO Dave, NAVARRO (Smith) Debbie, NAVARRO (Taylor) Teresa, NICHOLES Kirsten, 
O’MAHONY Jeremiah, O’MAHONY Patrick, OCAMICA ( Jauregui) Mari Conchi, ODIAGA John Jr., OLAVARRIA (Christiensen) Mary, OLEAGA Juan, OLEAGA Moises, ORMAZA 
Pedro, OSA Julie, OSICH Mike, OTTEMAN Megan, OVERGAARD Ana, OVERGAARD Elise, OVERGAARD Mikel, OVERGAARD Willie, OXARANGO (Ingram) Julie, OXARANGO 
Robert, OYARZABAL Mike, PAGOAGA Rich, PAINE Karen, PARKER Bruce, PARKER (Kelleher) Leandra “Le”, PERCIFIELD Andy, PEREZ Erin, PFLUKE Liz, PHELPS Alisa, PHILLIPS 
Argia, PHILLIPS Patxi, PIERCE Nicole, PLAZA Mona, PRATT Chris, REBICH Joanna, REMENTERIA (Zabala) Begone, REMENTERIA (Artiach) Miren, REYNOLDS Jadie, ROBBINS 
Elise, ROBERTS Jackie, ROBERTS Julie, ROBINSON Pat, ROBINSON Scott, ROBINSON Tony, RYSKA Josh, SABALA (Larson) Cecilia, SABALA Teresa, SABALA (Alley) Tina, SABALA 
(Payne) Vanessa, SABIR Jasmine, SALUTREGUI Jake, SALUTREGUI Julian, SALUTREGUI (Aguirre) Lori, SALUTREGUI Ricardo, SALUTREGUI (Achabal) Rosemarie, SAMPSON 
(Moen) Lovey, SANGRONIZ James, SANGRONIZ Mikel, SARRIA Amaya, SARRIA Edu, SARRIA Nerea, SARRIE Jon, SCHAFFELD Chris, SCHAFFELD Cindy, SCHAFFELD Dan 
“Butch”, SCHAFFELD Marianne, SCHAFFELD Mark, SCHAFFELD Zach, SCHAFFNER Adam, SCHAFFNER Ben, SCHAFFNER Ryan, SHEILDS Amanda, SIEBER Casey, SIEBER 
Hailey, SILLONIS (Lodzinski) Cecilia, SIMONSON Chris, SKINNER Dan, SKINNER Laura, SKORO Emily, SMITH Jeff, SMITH Tyler, SOLOSABAL (Clark) Beatrice, SOUTH Kiley, 
SOUTH Kimberly, STECH Erika, STECH Lexi, STECH Sasha, STECH Stacie, STEWART Stacie, STURTZ Randi, SUBISARRETA (Miller) Gloria, TERRELL Dave, THURMAN Stepha-
nie, TOTORICA Albert, TOTORICA Anne Marie, TOTORICA (Griggs) Carmen, TOTORICA (Macharg) Carol, TOTORICA Chris, TOTORICA (Ilett) Christina, TOTORICA (Gould) 
Connie, TOTORICA Daniel, TOTORICA Dolores, TOTORICA (DeWeerd) Irene, TOTORICA (Aizpitarte) Joanna, TOTORICA Josephine, TOTORICA Louis, TOTORICA (Bassick) 
Mari Carmen, TOTORICA (Crawford) Miren, TOTORICA Richard, TOTORICA Ron, TOTORICA Rosa Mari, TOTORICA Ted, TOTORICA Tomas, TOTORICA Tony, TOTORI-
CAGÜENA Gloria, TULLIS (Pierce) Dianne, UBERUAGA Dave, UBERUAGA Joanne, UBERUAGA Jody, UBERUAGA Lael, UBERUAGA Molly, UBERUAGA Salle, UBERUAGA Teresa, 
UBERUAGA Tony, UBERUAGA Trevor, UGALDE Arantza, UGALDE (Bauges) Doralicia, URANGA Louis, URANGA Maite, URANGA Mark, URIA Cory, URIA Kendra, URIA Michelle, 
URIA Tina, URIA Tristen, URIGUEN Tony, URIZAR (Smith) Sarah, URLEZAGA (Kinnear) Alice, URLEZAGA Angie, URLEZAGA John L., URQUIAGA (Arnett) Mary Dee, URQUI-
AGA (McLean) Molly, URQUIDI Antonio, URQUIDI Chris, URQUIDI Isana, URQUIDI Itxaso, URQUIDI John, URQUIDI Olaia, URQUIDI Richard, URQUIDI (Hirning) Sylvia, 
URQUIDI Teresa, URRESTI (McEntee) Andrea, URRESTI (Arnold) Delphina, URRESTI (Sabala) Diana, URRESTI (Kuehl) Gina, URRESTI Rich, URRUTIA Rosa, URZA Carmelo, 
URZA Henry “Hank”, URZA Inaki, URZA Maite, USCOLA Carmen, USCOLA Gloria, VERISTAIN Mark, VILLENEUVE Greg, WARFEL Jena, WARFEL John, WATSON Cristina, WAT-
SON Nikki, WHITE Claudette, WHITE Julie, WHITEHEAD Ben, WHITEHEAD Spencer, WICKHAM (Aldrich) Delores, WICKHAM Tom, WILLIAMS Rachelle, WILSON John, WIL-
SON Richard, WITHERSPOON Michelle, WOOD Maria, WOOD (Hastings) Michelle, WOOD (Landwehr) Sarah, WOOD Shawn, WOODS Kodi, WRAY Alex, YANCI Ricardo, YANCI 
Stephanie, YRAGUEN (Calovich) Angela, YRAZABAL Anna, YRAZABAL (Paige) Teresa, YRAZABAL Vicki, YRIBAR Amy, YRIBAR Mona, YRIBAR Scott, YSURSA Andrew, YSURSA 
Antonio, YSURSA Ellie, YSURSA Joe, YSURSA John, YSURSA Natalia, YSURSA (Steele) Pilar, YSURSA Ramon, YSURSA (Davis) Rosa, YSURSA Teresa, YZAGUIRRE Roberto N., ZA-
BALA Justin, ZABALA Kristin, ZATICA Brandon, ZUBIZARETA (English) Mary Ann, ZUBIZARETA (Hensley) Virginia, ZULAICA Juan

©Jon C. Hodgson - JonQ.COM
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Chorizos!
Once an Oinkari – Always a Chorizo Vendor.   An  
activity that has spanned the decades of the group 
and has brought in much needed funds for traveling 
is the sale of chorizos. With a long running presence 
at the Western Idaho Fair, and more recently Art in 
the Park and Hyde Park Street Fair events, it remains 
successful. it’s doubtful that this fund raising effort 

would still be happening if not for the dedication of 
Gerri and Hank Achurra.  Over the years they have  
donated thousands of hours to set up the booth, manage 
it, and assure that the whole operation runs smoothly.  
Oinkari parents have always helped cover shifts and 
more recently other Basque groups have taken turns to 
accommodate the expanded Fair schedule. 

Gerri Achurra remembers:  RUNAWAY CART! I have many 

memories from four decades of coordinating the chorizo 

booth.  One that stands out is that of the golf cart which 

makes it possible to transport the supplies.  Primarily used by 

the supervisors, some dancers worked overtime finding ways 

to drive the cart. This is why I always dreaded 

seeing the Fair Manager come around, because 

it was usually about “my kids” driving the cart 

around recklessly. I tried to raise reasonable 

doubt, that others were responsible, but that 

ended when the Fair decided to print large 

name signs that were fastened to the carts. 

I’LL TAKE AN OINKARI PLEASE.  The fair is always a good place to go and 

sample different foods.  So a customer came up to the booth and read the sign 

overhead with the group name and the menu items.  Without hesitation, he  

ordered, “I’ll take an Oinkari please.”  

NO, NOT MUSTARD.  For a long time the group tried to 

hold the line—chorizos had to be eaten straight—just the 

sausage and bread.  The clamor grew too loud, however, and 

now you can get your chorizo with mustard and the works 

(not to mention the addition of solomo and lamb sandwiches 

and croquetas!).

31



50 urte dantzan        1960 -2010

Lasting 
Images

Dan falling out of the bus window in Caldwell 

while trying to “moon” Chris Bieter.

Jimmy Jausoro caught breaking the curfew rule 

in his skivvies, sneaking through the dormitory 

in search of a tape recorder to prove that his 

roommates  (Isabel, Dorothy and Mary Louise 

McMonigal) were snoring.

Luke Murgoitio falling off the stage while  

doing “Arku-dantza.”  He just disappeared and the  

other dancers continued but were looking 

around wondering where he went.

From the 1985 Basque Country Trip – Chap-

erones looking for washeterias in Donostia to 

wash loads and loads of dirty, smelly clothes;  

Pat Arnold and Morrie Berriochoa balancing 

things on their noses; the great bank robbery 

in Donostia that some dancers were caught 

in the middle of; Oinkaris peeling off clothes, 

walking around and playing txistus when we left 

Boise – somehow the stewardesses could not  

understand that were used to traveling around 

in buses; Pat Arnold and his dehydrated Olym-

pic runner rendition out on the track; Rosa  

Urrutia and Donna Eaton’s blond hair acting as 

a magnetic attraction for Basque guys; Lesaka 

Sue; the Peacocks, upside-down sol y sombras, 

Pete and Gene….just some great, great times!

Jimmy and Domingo wearing their bright red, 

new Oinkari sweats at practice and doing the 

gator.

Delfina Krakau running down the road in her 

flip-flops, chasing the bus leaving  Winnemucca.  

Good thing she had relatives in town.

Giving the bus a “push start” when it would not 

start outside the Elko Court House. (1960’s)

Marching out for a 

final bow and Jimmy 

proudly saying,  

“Ladies and Gentle-

men, The Oinkari 

Basque Dancers.”
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Lasting  
Memories
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Just look down the Basque Block or look at the rosters of 
groups and clubs within the Basque community and you’ll see 
Oinkari alumni still very, very active in activities related to 
the preservation and perpetuation of Basque culture.  You’ll 
see market owners, museum directors, facility managers and 
music group and children’s group coordinators.  You’ll see 
the faces of dancers whose love of the Basque culture was 
fostered in that group which definitely contributed to the 
strength of the Basque community in this area today.

The faces of the Oinkaris, now numbering over 700, are teachers, doctors, law-

yers, judges, business owners, corporate executives, mayors, mothers, fathers and 

grandparents.

The past fifty years has seen the group become a source of pride for the City of 

Boise and the entire State of Idaho, a unifying, supporting force for Euzkaldunak, 

and the guardian of a precious legacy of song and dance.  On a personal level, 

being an Oinkari has provided countless young Basques the opportunity to learn 

about their heritage, the chance to travel both within the U. S. and internationally 

and memories and friendships that have withstood the test of time.  All of us who 

have been lucky enough to be Oinkaris recognize the impact our experiences 

have had on our community and in our own lives.

Who could have foreseen the phenomenon that is the  

Oinkari Basque Dancers?
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For the next fifty years, the future of the Oinkaris is bright.

As one dancer steps out of the circle to rest, another has tied his/her laces and  
carries on with the dance. The wake left from the wave of this history can be felt  
and seen and is directly related to the success of the Basque community in Boise.  
May we continue to nurture that pride in our culture and ensure this legacy for 
generations to come.

Thank you Diana, Delphina, Al, Bea, Simon, Toni, and Clarine for the 
extraordinary gift you have given to all of us. 

Segi aurrera, Boiseko Oinkari Dantzari Taldea!



Here’s to another 50 years of the  Oinkari Basque Dancers

Beste 50 urte! 50 urte dantzan

Boise, Idaho




